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ACH SEPTEMBER, THE ST YLE WORLD DESCENDS ON

New York, London, Milan, and Paris for fashion
month. Despite the changing retail landscape, runway shows remain one of the most important ways
for luxury brands to communicate their stories. The
late Karl Lagerfeld understood the power of this messaging: Just look at the fantastical backdrops he created for
Chanel at Paris’s Grand Palais—a tradition that continues
with his successor, Virginie Viard, who showed the fall/
winter couture show inside a three-story circular library
set resembling the British Museum’s original Reading
Room. Meanwhile, Louis Vuitton unveiled its cruise 2020
show inside an architectural treasure: Eero Saarinen’s TWA
Flight Center at John F. Kennedy International Airport (now
a hotel), and Fendi set its last couture show amid the ruins
of Rome’s Colosseum. The clothes, too, grow ever more
decorative, with patterns—botanicals at Oscar de la Renta
and Mary Katrantzou; Venetian marbleized prints at Rosie
Assoulin—that wouldn’t be out of place in your living room.
If the connection between fashion and the home weren’t
already clear, Dior’s Maria Grazia Chiuri made it explicit
when, inspired by the late architect Bernard Rudofsky, she
created a dress shaped like a Parisian maison particulier.
This cross-pollination of design and fashion is why putting
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together our annual fashion issue is such a joy. The issue
starts with a cover exclusive: Aerin Lauder’s never-beforeseen family residence in Paris. (And yes, every room in the
sycamore-lined space faces the Eiffel Tower.) We also visit
the divine Anna Sui, who has coolly defined New York’s
sartorial landscape for nearly 40 years, at her exuberant
Greenwich Village pad. Jason Wu shows us that in addition
to designing gowns for Michelle Obama, he is just as talented at conjuring chic furniture. On the world stage, there’s
an Italian—Roger Vivier’s Gherardo Felloni—in Paris, and
an Englishman—fashion designer Neil Barrett—in Milan.
Finally, we tracked down Los Angeles milliner Nick Fouquet, my former high-school buddy, whose hats are worn
by Diane Keaton and Lenny Kravitz. We are starting a new
print and digital series with Fouquet on the renovation of
his 1970s geodesic-dome house in Topanga Canyon. When
I visit, I’ll be sporting my favorite beaver-felt Fouquet cap.
You might say we’ve both come full circle. ◾

Whitney Robinson, Editor in Chief
elledecor@hearst.com
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Joan Smalls in the
living room of her
Miami condo, which
was designed by RH,
Restoration Hardware
Interior Design.
Her linen-cotton tank
and linen pants are
by Gabriela Hearst,
and her diamond
ring is by Kallati.
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The balcony’s
armchair, cocktail
table, planter,
lanterns, and
rug are all by
RH, Restoration
Hardware.
The cutting board,
pitcher, and
tumblers are from
Mrs. Mandolin.

BIENVENIDOS
A MIAMI

PUERTO RICAN SUPERMODEL JOAN SMALLS TURNS TO RH, RESTORATION
HARDWARE INTERIOR DESIGN TO CREATE A BEACHY VIBE IN HER MIAMI AERIE.
BY M ARC K ARIMZ ADEH
PRODUCED BY PARKER BOWIE L ARSON AND JENNIFER DONNELLY
PHOTOGR APHS BY VICTOR DEM ARCHELIER
ST YLED BY LILI ABIR REGEN
WARDROBE ST YLED BY ERIC McNEAL

In the living room, the sofa and
pillows, Milo Baughman armchair,
cocktail table, and rug are all
from RH, Restoration Hardware.
The 1950s Vicke Lindstrand vase
is from Il Gufo Antiques & Design.
In the dining area, the table and
chairs, sconce, and chandelier
are all by RH, Restoration Hardware; the DK Ceramics vase is
from Mrs. Mandolin.

OAN SM ALLS’S DECOR ATING EUREK A MOMENT CA ME AT A

Perched on a stool
by RH, Restoration
Hardware, Smalls
wears a knit top and
pink denim pants by
Alberta Ferretti. Her
hoop earrings are
by Marco Bicego.

fashionable dinner party. The supermodel was seated next
to designer Jeremy Scott, whose clothes for both Moschino
and his own eponymous label are known for their color and
camp. “I asked him, ‘Is your place decorated in the same
style?’ ” Smalls recalls. “And he said, ‘Absolutely not. It’s
extremely white and clean.’ You wouldn’t expect it from
him, but I can understand why. He wants that contrast
between what you do and how you live, which I love.”
With that in mind, Smalls had a clear idea of how she
wanted her new Miami vacation condo to feel: breezy, cool,
and comfortable—the opposite of her peripatetic lifestyle,
which has her jetting from her home in New York to fashion
weeks in Milan and Paris and other far-ﬂung destinations. To bring this
vision to life, she turned to RH, Restoration Hardware’s Interior Design
concierge-level services. Its team of designers takes a holistic approach
to design, consulting on everything from colors to wall treatments,
antiques, and objets d’art. Smalls was already a fan of RH’s aesthetic, having decorated her New York apartment with the company’s furnishings.
For her two-bedroom apartment, which she purchased in Miami’s
downtown Brickell neighborhood in January, Smalls chose a palette
that included cool grays and warm whites for an airy, seaside feel; black
detailing for a touch of drama; and lush greens that nod to the tropical

environs. She also combed RH, Restoration Hardware’s website for inspiration and shared screenshots of the items that best spoke to her. The
designer came back with mood boards featuring a curated mix. “A lot of
the time, my eye is drawn to more masculine shapes in furniture and not
soft and delicate ones,” Smalls says. “The colors balance it all out.”
The end result is a space that is rich in texture and designed for
lounging and entertaining. The rooms feature designs by Milo Baughman, Jonathan Browning, and Kelly Hoppen, among others, and plenty
of luxe yet earthy materials—think cashmere, linen, and mohair velvets
as well as natural agate, shagreen, and quartz crystal. “It felt like when
you walk into a hotel room and think, I love how this space makes me
feel,” Smalls says of the moment she ﬁrst saw the completed project. “It
is such an escape.”
She now plans to throw dinner parties for friends, including her
model BFFs Candice Swanepoel and Doutzen Kroes, with everyone gathered around the kitchen—or, as she calls it, “the heart of the
home.” She will prepare pasta or a favorite dish from her native Puerto
Rico, such as habichuelas guisadas (red rice and beans). And when the
ﬁnal guests have said their goodbyes, Smalls can retreat into the master bedroom, which features her favorite piece in the entire apartment:
RH, Restoration Hardware’s polished-nickel Ravelle round chandelier.
“I always wanted a chandelier above my bed,” she gushes. “To me, it’s
like a fairy tale.” ◾

The master bedroom’s
headboard, bedding,
chandelier, table lamp,
and rug are all by RH,
Restoration Hardware.
The wallcovering is
by Phillip Jeffries. For
details, see Resources.

In the foyer, the console,
lamps, and ottomans are by
RH, Restoration Hardware.
The Bobbie Specker vase is
from Black & Gold, and the
artwork is by Koen Lybaert.
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