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Va-va-bloom!

From far-out feats in sugar
to a Venetian fantasy suite

January 2024




Leaves of Brass

seasonal decoration s a
compulsive, compensamry
activity. Wich plants withered
ot sicle, e deoids collected
snippers of mystic mistlero;
gildesd trimkers, meanwhile,

are an equally ancient way o
uffset che darkening skies, Jess
Wheeler's golden leaves arc
thus linked to a long cradicion
of festive baubles. Indeed,
based as she is in rural Wales,
her work fecls Dully inotune

with the anciens spirit of the
plancs chac susround her.
Worked in brass, however, chese
deceracings are designed ro
rranscend seasonalicy. W hile
plastic ormament s secm destined
oo barely ouclase che fleeting
Fescivitivs, Wheeler's, with cheir
crafred sophistication, have the
capacity to charm throoghour
the vear. Gilding the mistleroe
may ver prowe oo ke as urgent
an environmencal response as
1T 15 an insOnerive answer o che
hleak midwiner. Shown helowe:
brass-and-pearl miscleroe, £330,
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The Bells, the Bells

Far che schaolasric mind char
creaced the Gochic sovle, lighe
was @ symbol of God's grace, Te
Abbuet Suger, who popularized
the poinced arch, icwas best
channelled through glass —
izsclfa kind of erystallised lighe,
And saarose an archicecrural
sevle m which che massive scone
scructures of the Romanesque
could be abandoned, cherehy
criabling the walls of churches
o b Alled with gleaming zlass,
Alison Berger, a designer in

the mediwm, draws on this
relationship botween struciune
andd Jighe, reducing historical
forms oo cheir essentials, Her
aim is e creace whar she calls
“rendern-day heirlowms’, nsing
reacicional echnigues and
references to creare new abjecrs
with longevicy. In chis inszance.
the sexpartite vault of More
Damwe in Paris is turned into
owi rlers of interlecking beams
supparring blown-glass lamp
helis, Berger worked on this

colleccion with RH, whose own
lrrzind ol harmeonions screnity,
long popular i che usa, has juss
rouched down on these shores.
Based in newly renovared Aynho
Park, overlooking che Cherwell
v'.-ﬂ]l.-'y, ir:. sinchin las Fachioned

A very contemporary cribure

oo the past executed with a
lightness of coucl, Shown above:
'Hemisphere' Tamp, by Alison
Berger, from £6.795 Vozit rlcem

The Roll of the State

Menticello, che small pile in
verdant ¥irginia designed by
Thomas Jetferson tor himselt,
15 a most peeuliar apparicion:

a Palladlian willa transplanced
o America, Just such arcistic
communicacion berwesn
counerics’ lics ar the heare ol
Fnn o Lag, explains Aniea
Brugnoem Allata, co-founder
of the wallpaper and fashion
business. Celebrating the launch
ol s Nt Us seore in Mew York,
the brand 1s reimagimng the
past as if chrough a leoking

elass, Just as les frangars
commoditied ‘Frenchness' in
pancramic wallpapers chey
expowiedd o America, hore co-
fovnder and designer Marce
Kinloch has imagined Jetferson's
compaccioms responding wich
walleoverings d Damdricaing.
And a oiny Mencicello appears
as amocif in che parcners’ new
caollection. [ois a humorous
vealisarion of the roomng belind

the: duar char wias never opemal,
Shown below: panel from
‘Americana’ collecrion, from
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Longues Awaited

Daydream of daybeds, as David Lipron enjoys the thrill of the chaise
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1 Swedish Meoclazsical-atyle daybed, Bo,500, Evin Lane Ssate. 2 "Bareelona’ conch, by Ludwiy Mies van der Role, from £11,220
approx, Knoll. 3 'Dee’ seat, by Moller van Severen, £2,87g approx, Valerie Objects. 4 'Guna 1, by Chioro Andrearn, from £2.2102
approx, Gervasont. 5 'Sleigh’, from £eaze, AKD Furniture, 6 ‘Scroll Arm’, £3,505, David Scyfried. 7 'Pada’, by Van Thiel o Co,
Lxaou, B8 Daybed, iy Owen Jones, £45.000, Rose Uniacke, o "Tive to Niee', by Studio Pepe, from 2045 approse, Tacchin.

All prices inclade var, For suppliers” details see Address Book: @
AR
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