
September 2022



50  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  SEPTEMBER 2022 SEPTEMBER 2022  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  51

W
O

RD
S:

 C
LA

RA
 S

TR
U

N
C

K

The best US brands are 
taking the British interiors 
market by storm. We explore 
two coveted names leading 
the ever-growing charge

Ralph Lauren 
Home
The name Ralph Lauren has been synonymous 
with American interior design ever since the 
label launched its inaugural Home range in  
1983. Now, the US titan is opening its first 
standalone ‘gallery’ at the Design Centre, Chelsea 
Harbour, which will be the most comprehensive 
collection of the brand’s homeware in Europe  
to date. Expect lighting, rugs, fabric, bed linen  
and decorative accessories, all housed in a slick 
250-square-metre space that – unusually for 
Chelsea Harbour – will be welcoming trade and 
private customers alike. The gallery will open 
with two signature collections: ‘Penthouse’ (left), 
which offers iconic designs and sculptural forms 
– think black lacquer, polished steel and art  
deco-inspired pieces – and ‘Estate’, which blends 
British heritage motifs with American spirit  
to create a collection rich in Scottish tartans,  
hand-burnished leather and some seriously sleek 
barware. The selection of fabrics on show is, in 
a word, staggering, including florals and damasks, 
ticking stripes and plaids. Lighting also features 
heavily, with saddle-leather-wrapped lamps 
nodding to the brand’s classic equestrian aesthetic. 
An exclusive customisation service will also be 
available, offering luxe updates such as upholstery 
hand-dyed to any colour you choose, in a gloss 
or matte finish. And when it comes to made-to-
measure quality, Ralph Lauren’s suiting might 
only be matched by its seating: select sofas can 
be adjusted to fit in any space. The American 
Dream? We’d say so. ralphlauren.co.uk

American idols
RH
American powerhouse of luxury design RH 
(formerly Restoration Hardware) is no stranger 
to headline-grabbing interiors. The brand, 
founded in California in 1979 by Stephen Gordon 
and now helmed by Gary Friedman, is behind 
the ‘Cloud’ sofa that, since its launch in 2015, 
has gone on to become a viral sensation, gracing 
the homes of everyone from Kendall Jenner  
to Naomi Watts. So you’ll understand why the 
recent confirmation that RH will be hitting 
British shores is something to shout about.  
The company has revealed that it is beginning 
its global expansion with the opening of RH 
England at Aynhoe Park, a historic 73-acre 
estate in Banbury, Oxfordshire. We’re most 
excited to get our hands on ‘RH Contemporary’, 
the company’s biggest concept launch since 
2015. A curation of pieces that sits between the  
‘RH Interiors’ and ‘RH Modern’ collections, 
‘Contemporary’ marks an influx of dynamic 
global designers to the brand’s roster, including 
the Parisian architect Joris Poggioli and the 
New Delhi-based textile designer Neeru Kumar. 
The pieces on offer – all in a slightly higher price 
bracket than the usual RH offering, due to  
top-tier materials and production methods –  
are second-to-none, ranging from furniture 
including sofas, beds and wardrobes to lighting 
and textiles. Sculptural silhouettes combined 
with organic textures and rich finishes (such 
as lacquered burl wood, hand-carved Spanish 
alabaster and merino-wool upholstery) are 
pure, upscale minimalism. rh.com

update
From top ‘Cortona’ sectional 
sofa by Ann Marie Vering, 
from approx £7,990; ‘Oslo’ 
console table by Nicholas and 
Harrison Condos, from approx 
£1,875, both RH (rh.com) 

From top ‘Parker’ dining table, 
£20,645; ‘Parker’ dining chair, from 
£4,445; ‘Parker’ bed, from £28,695; 
‘Cannes Gueridon’ end table, £10,245, 
all Ralph Lauren Home (ralphlauren.co.uk)




