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P
erhaps I’ve sipped from the fountain of 
youth. I was at lunch on the patio of Café 
Pacific, and it felt like the cafeteria of 
Shermer High School. For those of you 
whose formative years were like mine, in the 
1980s, that was the school in John Hughes’ 
The Breakfast Club. Chitchat was taking 

place from table to table as air kisses were blown from Ann 
to Lela to Capera to Alvise. The tulips had emerged, and 
leave it to the Highland Park Village team to have flowers 
that produce very little pollen and thus no dreaded allergies. 
Who needs a sneezing fit when perusing the latest flap bags 
at Chanel. In addition to full blooms, there was lots of tea. 
And by tea, I mean fabulous little tidbits of information — 
dare I say gossip —that made us all atwitter. 
     On our staff Zoom call to discuss the April issue, editor 
in chief Holly Moore shared that I must check out the F.E. 
Castleberry website, since it had provided some inspiration 
for this issue. It’s the vision of Fred Castleberry, who grew 
up in a small town outside Fort Worth. I became an instant 
addict. The site is filled with images that seem straight from 
the lens of Wes Anderson; I started my wish list. Definitely 
must have a desk plate emblazoned with “Troubled Youth,” 
and a sleeveless knit vest that might have seemed appropriate 
for Chess Club needs to make its way into my wardrobe. 
Check it out (and our story on Mr. Castleberry on page 50) 
and download the playlist. Perhaps my only addition is a 
song I’ve had on repeat, “Eyes of Green” from Lee Hobson’s 
album Voices of Yesteryear. A Dallas local, Hobson is quite 
the renaissance man, given his status of philanthropist, hedge 
funder, musician and plein air painter.
     I’m sure you’ll agree that Rebecca Sherman’s feature 
“How They Roll,” about the wild and wondrous home 
of April and Jeff Manson, is a sight to behold. I had the 
chance to visit when the Mansons had a back-patio party 
to celebrate the Dallas Museum of Art’s commission of a 

work by Jammie Holmes. April gave me a masked tour of 
their Lakeside manse, and I was enchanted — a magical de 
Gournay wallpaper, a child’s antique swan boat displayed like 
sculpture, which April climbed into for me to take a photo. 
And, right up my alley, a swoon-worthy closet filled with 
playful pieces that look straight out of the groovy fashion 
spread that begins on page 34.
     Rebecca Sherman also has a “coming home” story 
about Dallas native Alison Berger. The glass designer, artist, 
and former architect has partnered with RH (Restoration 
Hardware’s new moniker) on five exclusive lighting designs 
to be showcased in its retail galleries around the country — 
including RH Dallas, where we’ll all be queuing when it 
opens in early May in the Knox Street neighborhood. Berger 
was the first American artist commissioned by Hermès to 
design a line of objets d’art, and her work is in the permanent 
collection of the Corning Museum of Glass, as well as featured 
at MoMA and Cooper Hewitt in NYC.
     Also in this issue you’ll find details on the much-anticipated 
Sotheby’s auction of the estate of Anne Marion. The Burnett 
heiress was one of the last of her generation — an era of 
women with exquisite taste who lived hushed lives outside 
of the spotlight. It’s a great juxtaposition to my Bomb this 
month, Selwyn Rayzor, who is eloquently outspoken and 
willing to be in the spotlight as long as she’s given the 
opportunity to speak on women’s rights.
     I pen this letter shortly after having received my first 
COVID vaccine dose. My next is just a few short weeks away. 
The year 2021 is beginning to open up, and my heart and 
mind are filled with optimism. 

Your Shermer High cafeteria confidante,

Billy Fong 
Culture + Style Editor
billy@papercitymag.com

letter editor
Billy Fong
Illustration Leanne Fitzpatrick
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D
allas native Alison Berger, a glass designer, artist, and 
former architect, has partnered with RH on five exclusive 
collections to be showcased in its retail galleries around the 
country, including RH Dallas, the Gallery on Knox Street, 
opening this spring. Berger was the first American artist 
commissioned by Hermès to design a line of objets d’art, 
and is one of a select few to have designed an installation 

for Comme des Garçons for their Tokyo flagship. Her work is in the permanent 
collection of the Corning Museum of Glass, and her creations have been shown 
at MoMA and Cooper Hewitt in NYC. 
 Berger graduated from Highland Park High School, then headed to the 
prestigious Rhode Island School of Design and Columbia University’s Graduate 
School of Architecture, before opening Alison Berger Glassworks in 1994. 
Now based in L.A., her designs for RH include the Rain lighting collection of 
large, hand-blown glass “raindrops” suspended by black cords; the Ice table 
collection, with a hand-cast sculptural metal base and glass slab top; the 
Fulcrum lighting collection, inspired by antique instruments of measure and 
incorporating cloches and spheres; the Pearl lighting collection, with glass 

pearls carved with intricate grooves that create 
shimmering layers of light; and the Aperture 
mirror collection with bold, layered scaffolding 
that holds a swiveling glass lens to artfully 
magnify and distort room details. RH Dallas, 
the Gallery on Knox Street, 3133 Knox St., 
rh.com. Rebecca Sherman
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D
esigners David Khouri, 
Roberto Guzman, 
and Christian Bunce 
are the forces behind 
KGBL, one of New 

York’s most revered artisanal furniture 
lines. They founded KGBL in 2009 
with the promise they would only 
produce pieces with unique 
materials and stellar contemporary 
design, and they’ve stayed true to 
their word. Handcrafted in their 
Brooklyn workshop, KGBL’s latest 
collection — now available at David 
Sutherland Showroom — includes 
the Lennox bench, 
which transitions 
from a zesty orange 
leather base to a striped, 
cut-velvet cushion and 
is cinched with a leather 
belt. To the trade at David 
Sutherland Showroom, 
Dallas Design Center, 1025 
N. Stemmons Freeway, 
perennialsandsutherland.
com. Rebecca Sherman

A bitare 18, which focuses 
on contemporary Italian 
furnishings including 
Molteni&C and Baxter 

among others, opens in May in 
a sprawling 6,500-square-foot 
space at the Dallas Decorative 
Center, 1617 Hi Line Drive, Suite 
460. Stay tuned for more news. 
Rebecca Sherman

THIS  
JUST IN

MoDeRN 
MASTeRS

DeMarco side table

Lennox 
bench

Rain round chandelier, 
$15,446

Fulcrum 
pendant, 

$1,946

Glass artist 
Alison Berger
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